
    
 

Invitation: PhD Specialist Course 

 

National identity and local pride. 

Interurban cultural and artistic differences in Belgium during the long 19th century 

(Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent) 

 

Ghent University, Department of Art, Music and Theatre Sciences 

University of Antwerp, Centre for Urban History 

 

November 9-10, 2015 

 

In 19th-century Belgium, Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent were the major cultural centers that distinguished 

themselves by flourishing art academies, a range of exhibition possibilities for artists and thriving art markets, 

the establishment of local and national museums, the activity of local art and cultural societies and a high number 

of local private collectors, among others. Moreover, each of these cities had a renowned and age-old artistic 

tradition, and the academies of Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent each developed a distinct artistic profile and 

aspirations. Consequently, not solely the capital was the protagonist for the arts and cultural production. Instead 

of a national discourse exclusively linked to the capital, the situation in Belgium was much more complex. 

 

In this two-day, intensive specialist course, we wish to focus on the dialectical interplay between an emerging 

national identity and long-engrained local identities in 19th-century Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent and how these 

shaped the cultural production, canon, criticism and reception. Attention will be paid to the common and 

divergent characteristics of the three Belgian cities, the role of city councils, cultural institutions, artistic 

organizations and societies, as well as to the impact of these aspects on artists, writers, commissioners, critics, 

collectors and the broader public. For this we will bring together for the first time a group of interdisciplinary 

researchers from different universities and academic backgrounds to shed light on and contextualize the diverse 

cultural milieus that shaped the local differences between the 19th-century Belgian cities. 

 

 

    



    
 

Programme 

 

Monday, 9 November 2015: Ghent University 

 

9.00-13.00: Morning session – Guest lectures 

· Marjan Sterckx (UGent): Introduction 

· Jan Dirk Baetens (RU Nijmegen): Fine Arts in Antwerp: Henri Leys, Henri De Braekeleer 

· Herwig Todts (KMSK Antwerpen): Antwerp vs. Brussels. The reception of James Ensor 

· Dries Lyna (RU Nijmegen): The Academy of Antwerp, urban history and the conceptualization of 

artistic value and canon in the 19th-century Belgian cities 

 

14.00-18.00: Afternoon session – 15-minutes presentations of PhD Students and discussion 

· Special guest: Petra ten-Doeschate Chu (Seton Hall University, South Orange) 

 

Tuesday, 10 November 2015: University of Antwerp 

 

9.00-13.00: Morning session – Guest lectures 

· Ilja Van Damme (UAntwerpen): Introduction 

· Saskia De Bodt (Universiteit Utrecht-UvAmsterdam): Brussels and international mobility of artists 

· Tom Verschaffel (KU Leuven-Kortrijk): Artistic institutions in 19th-century Belgium 

· Christophe Verbruggen (UGent): Social and intellectual history and local differences in 19th-century 

Belgium 

 

14.00-18.00: Afternoon session – 15-minutes presentations of PhD Students and discussion 

 

Further information and registration 

 

Applicants who wish to participate in the PhD specialist course are requested to register by 23 October 2015 

via https://www.ugent.be/doctoralschools/en/doctoraltraining/courses/specialistcourses/ahl/2015-2016-

national-identity-and-local-pride.htm, mentioning the course title, your name and providing a title and abstract 

of ca. 150 words outlining how your PhD research relates to the topic of the course (maximum number of 

participants: 15). 

Prior to the course, the organizers will circulate a number of reading materials, i.e., articles or book chapters 

related to the course topic, which the enrolled participants will be required to read in advance of the sessions, 

in order to stimulate fruitful discussions. 

 

Organizing and scientific committee 

 

prof. dr. Marjan Sterckx (UGent), prof. dr. Ilja Van Damme (Universiteit Antwerpen), dra. Ulrike Müller (UGent & 

UA): Ulrike.Muller@UGent.be (contact person) 

https://www.ugent.be/doctoralschools/en/doctoraltraining/courses/specialistcourses/ahl/2015-2016-national-identity-and-local-pride.htm
https://www.ugent.be/doctoralschools/en/doctoraltraining/courses/specialistcourses/ahl/2015-2016-national-identity-and-local-pride.htm

