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Organisation: Martin Kohlrausch (Leuven)  
 
Program 
 
11.00 hrs: Welcome  
 
11.10 hrs: Key note: Leen van Molle: Policing the rural. Common concepts as political tools 
 
12.00 hrs: Lunch 
 
14.00 hrs: Key note: Martin Kohlrausch: Some observations on the place of experts in the Political 
History of 20th century Europe  
 
14.30 hrs: Presentation Tom Schuringa: The role of economic experts in politics (The Netherlands 1945-
2008) 
Discussant: Joris Vandendriessche  
   
15.15 hrs: Break 
 
15.45 hrs: Presentation Jan Naert: Mayors and legitimacy in WW1. The mayor as feeder, protector and 
representative in occupied and liberated Belgium and France.  
Discussant: Peter Romijn  
 
16.30 hrs: Presentation Lennaert van Heumen: American state-private networks and the interplay 
between a European and Atlantic community, 1945-1963. 
Discussant: Patrick Pasture  
 
17.15 hrs: Drinks 
 
Dinner and social program  
 

 
 
  



Speakers 
 
Lennaert van Heumen M.A. is PhD candidate at the Radboud University Nijmegen. His research studies 
how plans for Atlantic and European integration were advocated by various American actors and their 
transatlantic networks. It focusses in particular on the complicated links and interplay between both 
communities in the early Cold War years (1945-1963).  

Prof. dr. Martin Kohlrausch taught modern history at Technische Universität Berlin, was a Research 
Fellow at the German Historical Institute Warsaw and a Dilthey-Fellow of the Volkswagen Stiftung and 
lecturer at Bochum University.  In 2012 he joined MoSa (KU Leuven) as Associate Professor of European 
Political History. He has published widely on the history of mass media and modern European 
monarchies. In recent years his main interest was the history of experts and urban history.  

Prof. dr. Leen van Molle is full professor of Social History, from 1800 to the present. Her research 
focuses on the history of Belgian and European social policy, social movements and the construction of 
social identities, especially the history of the rural world, gender, co-operative saving and lending, and 
the methodology of oral history.   
 
Jan Naert M.A. is PhD candidate at Ghent University. The title of his research is: Mayors and legitimacy 
in WW I. The mayor as feeder, protector and representative in occupied and liberated Belgium and 
France (1914-1921). 
 
Prof. dr. Patrick Pasture is Professor of History at KU Leuven. He is Director of the master programme in 
European Studies: Transnational and Global Perspectives. His research mainly deals with comparative 
and transnational labor history and the social history of religion. His teaching includes courses on global 
history and the history of cultural exchange.  
 
Prof. dr. Peter Romijn is head of the Research Department of the NIOD Institute for War, Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies and he is Professor of Twentieth-Century History at the University of Amsterdam. He 
has written on the politics of occupation and regime transition in the Netherlands and Europe in the 
Second World War, on the persecution of Jews in the Netherlands and was co-responsible (with Hans 
Blom) for the report commissioned by the Dutch Government on the ‘safe area’ of Srebrenica (1995). 
 
Tom Schuringa M.A. is PhD candidate at Groningen University. The provisional title of his research reads 
‘Among economists. An historical analysis of the collaboration between politics and economic advisory 
and policy-making bodies in the Netherlands, 1945-2008.’ 
 
Dr. Joris Vandendriessche is a postdoctoral researcher at  KU Leuven and is preparing a broad socio-
cultural history of the Leuven academic hospitals (UZ Leuven) in the twentieth century. He is also 
president of the Belgian Society for Modern History.  
 


